BiBLE CHALLENGE Wiaiting for the Coming

Get ready for ADVENT!

Today's verses in James are a foundation for
why we celebrate the season of 'Advent.’
Let's review some words and ideas as we get
ready to get ready!

What does the word 'ADVENT' mean?

C

Read Jeremiah 23.5-6 Who were the
Jewish people of the Old Testament
waiting for and expecting to come?

Read Matthew 1.20-23 How did Jesus
fulfil the promise of Jeremiah?

Read Revelation 21.3-6 What 'coming’
are we still waiting for?

Read James 5.7 How should we wait
for the coming of the Lord?

Jeremiah 23.5-6

"The days are coming," declares the
LORD, "when | will grow a righteous
branch for David. [an heir, a
descendant] He will be a king who will
rule wisely. He will do what is fair and
right in the land. In his lifetime, Judah
will be saved, and Israel will live in
safety. This is the name that he will be
given: The LORD Our Righteousness.

Matthew 1.20-23

Joseph had this [a quiet divorce] in
mind when an angel of the Lord
appeared to himin a dream. The angel
said to him, "Joseph, descendant of
David, don't be afraid to take Mary as
your wife. She is pregnant by the Holy
Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and
you will name him Jesus [He Saves],
because he will save his people from
their sins." All this happened so that
what the Lord had spoken through the
prophet came true: "The virgin will
become pregnant and give birth to a
son, and they will name him
Immanuel," which means "God is with
us."

Revelation 21.3-6

And | heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling
place of God is with man. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” And he who was
seated on the throne said, “Behold, |
am making all things new.” Also he
said, “Write this down, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” And
he said to me, “It is done! ...
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James 5. 7-12 underline patient, patience Circle

Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it
receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Do not grumble against one another,
brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the
door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those blessed who remained
steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. But above all,
my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath,
but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under
condemnation.

patient coming waits establish hearts Lord
grumble judged suffering blessed steadfastness Job
compassion merciful swear yes remain oath
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Draw or make a list of six things that you have to wait for:

%

What is another way to say ‘wait’ found in today’s scripture?

, brothers and sisters,
until the coming of the Lord. James 5.7

/' What do YOU think it feels like to be patient, to establish your heart?

Rod’s tips for a long journey: What are YOUR tips for a long journey?
Know the course, the route

Know the challenges

Know when and how to rest and refuel
Understand your travelling friends

Have a sense of how long it will take

Bring snacks

James give us three essential things for ‘travelling well’ in our crazy world.

O Establish your hearts to persevere.
Confirm and continue in what God has called you to do and how God
has called you to live.

O Remain steadfast to be blessed.
Be patient, even in adversity

O Maintain your commitments — to God AND to other people.
Do what you say you will do without swearing or showing off

Match the word with the definition to understand these essential things:

Establish Keep going, even in tough times

persevere Difficult times with many problems

patient To set your mind and heart, to start
something that lasts

adversity Purposefully waiting and expecting

steadfast Things you say you will do and things you
must do

commitments Being right with God and with others

blessed Unshakable or unmovable because you are
in God'’s righteousness. ( It’s not being
stubborn or rude or selfish)




